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SYCSD Highlights Accomplishments
The Southern York County School District’s Annual Report to the 
Community for the 2015-16 school year is available. 

We have sustained academic achievement on many levels, and our 
students continue to excel outside the classroom.  In addition, our 
business operations continue to be a model of efficiency.  We are 
extremely proud of our students and staff for their accomplish-
ments, dedication, and commitment to providing the highest 
quality learning environment for our students in partnership 
with parents, guardians, and the entire community. 

Here are a few highlights from 2015-16 as featured in the Annual 
Report:

Advanced Placement (AP) Program

Southern York County 
School District’s Advanced 
Placement (AP) program 
had another successful year.  
Susquehannock students 
participated in 358 AP ex-
ams in 2016.  Students can 
earn college and university 
credits in one or more sub-
jects for qualifying AP scores. 

“Our staff has made it a goal 
to offer as many students as 
possible the opportunity to take an AP course,” Dr. Byrson said.  
“The AP results are an indication of how successful the students 
and staff are at reaching this goal.”

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) Scores 

The SAT college admission test lets students show colleges what 
they know and how well they can apply that knowledge.  Susque-
hannock High School students performed well beyond the state 
and national averages on the SAT.

Dr. Sandra Lemmon

We are excited to continue on our quest 
to make a difference in each student’s life, 
one Warrior at a Time!  As a district, we 
are committed to providing an environ-
ment in which students can learn 21st 
century skills such as collaboration, cre-
ativity, communication, critical thinking, 
and develop a lifelong love of learning.  Our 
ongoing partnership with you is imperative 
to obtain this goal, and we are grateful for 
your support as we journey into the second 
half of the school year. 

Parent teacher conferences are an opportu-
nity for parents and guardians to connect 
with their child’s teacher.  Conferences will 
be held in the evening on  February 15  and 
16, 2017.   

Our annual Battle of the Buildings scholar-
ship foundation fundraiser will take place 
on February 23 at 6:30 p.m. in the High 
School gym.  Please come out to cheer on 
your building’s staff as we join together for 
a fun evening which benefits a great cause: 
student scholarships.

One Warrior 
at a Time



SMS Student Council Visits State Capitol
Southern Middle School student council 
members recently took a trip to Harris-
burg for a visit and tour of the Pennsyl-
vania State Capitol Building.

During their visit, the students met with 
state Representative Kevin Schreiber and 
his chief of staff, Sully Pinos, and Joani 
Schnaffner, state Representative Kate 
Klunk’s legislative secretary.  The students 
took a tour of the rotunda, the house 
gallery, the senate gallery, and the gov-
ernor’s receiving room.  The group ate 
lunch outdoors by the capitol fountain.

Southern Middle School teachers and 
student council advisors April Melato 
and Laura McCusker chaperoned the trip. 
“The highlight of the day was witnessing 
Governor Tom Wolf signing a modernized 

Above: SMS Student Coucil members at the State 
Capitol Complex.

SHS Marching Band Wins Cavalcade of  Bands Championship
The Susquehannock High School Marching Band won first place 
at the Cavalcade of Bands Championships in Allentown, PA, on 
Saturday, November 12, 2016.

The band was crowned the 2016 Liberty Open Class Champions 
and earned a season-high score of 98.5.  This was the highest 
score out of the 152 marching bands competing in Cavalcade of 
Bands this year.  “This was quite a year for the band! They were 
undefeated this season,” said Christian Poole, Susquehannock’s 
band director.

Marching bands from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
Maryland, and West Virginia compete in the Cavalcade of Band 
Championships.

SYCSD’s Jill Platts 
Named Homeless 

Advocate 
of  the Year

The Pennsylvania Department of Edu-
cation has recognized Southern York 
County School District’s Jill Platts as 
the 2016 Homeless Advocate of the 
Year for Region 3.

Platts is the Southern York County 
School District’s coordinator of social 
services.  She was nominated for the 
award by fellow colleagues who also 
work with homeless youth.  She will 
be honored in Region 3 for her con-
tributions to the students she serves. 
Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon 
congratulated Platts on receiving the 
honor.  “There is no better child advo-
cate than Jill!  We are blessed to have 
her making a difference in the lives of 
our students.  This is a well-deserved 
honor,” said Lemmon.

The Susquehannock High School Marching Band celebrates their championship 
win.

GameTime PA has named the York-Adams Interscholastic Athletic Association (YAIAA) 
All-Stars for the fall 2016 sports season.  There were 12 Susquehannock athletes and one 
coach who received honors. 

The following Susquehannock athletes were named YAIAA First Team All-Stars:  boys soc-
cer - Aaron Bilbie, senior, and Jason Weger, junior; field hockey - Brooke Morris, senior; 
girls soccer – Taylor Tannura, senior; golf – Kendel Abrams, junior. 

Senior Jack Allred was named YAIAA Second Team All-Star for football.  The following 
athletes earned YAIAA GameTime PA Honorable Mention:  football – Adam Hedgeland, 
senior, and Ben Trego, junior; field hockey – Emily Schertle, senior; boys soccer – Seth 
Bilbie, senior; girls volleyball – Tyler Williams, senior, and Gabee Ogude, senior.  

Varsity field hockey coach Tracey Kerr was named YAIAA Field Hockey Coach of the Year 
for 2016.  In her first season as the Warriors head coach, Kerr led Susquehannock to its 
first YAIAA title championship game.  The team was the Division II champion of the YAIAA 
field hockey league and qualified for District III playoffs.

trade agreement between Pennsylvania 
and Israel into law,” said Melato.  The 
students were invited to the capitol build-
ing by Representative Kevin Schreiber.

Above: Pennsylvania Department of Educa-
tion State Homeless Coordinator Storm Ca-
mara, Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Division of Student Services Chief Carmen 
Medina, Jill Platts, and Pennsylvania De-
partment of Education Region 3 Homeless 
Coordinator Sonia Pitzi.

Susky Athletes and Coach Named 
All-Stars for Fall 2016 Season
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Section 311(d)(1) of Act 1 permits a school 
district to elect to adopt a resolution indi-
cating it will not raise the rate of any tax 
for the support of public schools for the 
following fiscal year by more than its index. 
Upon approval of the resolution, the school 
district can then follow a traditional budget 
development process and forego the acceler-
ated Act 1 time line.  
The Southern York County School District 
is happy to announce that the Board passed 
a resolution December 1, 2016 not to raise 
property taxes more than the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Education index for the 
2017-18 fiscal year. The Board of Education 
is committed to delivering a tax increase at 

or below the 3.1% index, established by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education. 
It should be noted, however, that the per-
centage increase has not yet been deter-
mined. The proposed budget for the District 
is expected to be approved by the Board 
of Education at the April 20, 2017 Board 
meeting. The final budget is expected to be 
approved by the Board of Education at its 
regularly scheduled meeting of Thursday, 
May 25, 2017. 
Following the April Board meeting, the pro-
posed budget will be available for review on 
the District’s Web site and also available at 
the Thomas R. Hensley District Administra-
tion Center.

Act 1 Index and the 2017-18 Budget 

Senior Citizens May be Eligible for Tax Relief
The Southern York County School District 
is pleased to announce that 2016-17 is the 
eleventh year of the Property Tax Rebate 
Program. Senior and disabled citizens may 
receive a rebate of up to $500 of property 
taxes paid, if eligible. During 2015-16 over 
$80,000 was rebated to 223 taxpayers. To 
qualify for the program, you must be:

•  65 years or older, widow or widower 
(50 or older), or permanently disabled; 
•  Own and occupy your home in the 
Southern York County School District;  
•  Your total eligible annual household 
income is $25,000 or less, which excludes 
one-half of Social Security benefits, sup-
plemental Social Security income, and 
Tier 1 Railroad Retirement benefits; and

•  Your 2016-17 tax bill must have been 
paid by December 31, 2016.

Applications are available at the Southern 
York County School District Administration 
Building, the South-Central York County 
Senior Center, or can be downloaded from 
the Southern York County School District’s 
website (www.sycsd.org - click on “Tax In-
formation - left hand side”, then “Prop-
erty Tax Rebate Program”). For questions 
and/or assistance, call the school district 
at 717-235-4811, extension 7300.  We will 
be happy to help you complete the form by 
appointment.  
The deadline for filing the rebate form is 
May 15, 2017.

 
SHS Theatre 

Presents  
Shrek: The Musical

April 7-9, 2017 

Susquehannock High School,

Richard D. Hupper Auditorium

Friday, April 7, 7:00 p.m.,

Saturday, April 8, 2:00 and 7:00 p.m.,

Sunday, April 9, 2:00 p.m.

For ticket information, visit

 www.susquehannocktheatre.com 

or 

call the Susquehannock High School 
Office, 235-4811, ext. 4238

board of school directors
Robert Schefter ................................. President
C. Dianne Masimore ................. Vice President
Bruce Bauman ................................... Treasurer
Susan Green .......................................Secretary 
                                                        (Non-Member)
Judi Fisher ........................................... Member
Jerri Groncki ........................................ Member
Ronald Groncki  ................................... Member
Karen Hellwig  ..................................... Member
James Holley ....................................... Member
Allie Waldron  ...................................... Member
Erin Kaliszak ............... Student Representative

administration
Dr. Sandra L. Lemmon .............Superintendent
Dr. Robert J. Bryson ....... Asst. Superintendent
Susan Green .......................... Chief Financial &  
                                                Operations Officer

board meetings
The Southern York County School District 
Board of Education holds meetings on the  
third Thursday of January through November, 
and the first Thursday of  December, unless 
otherwise noted. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. 
in the Conference Room of the District Admin-
istration building. Meetings are also televised 
live via Comcast’s Cable TV Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary .......................Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary .........................Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary .....................Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance .................Ext. 4243
Transportation ....................................Ext. 7350
Business Office ..................................Ext. 7278

* * *
mission statement

The Southern York County School District, 
through a cooperative effort with the family 
and community, will provide a quality learning 
environment that promotes character, fos-
ters responsibility, and challenges students to 
achieve their potential.
Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

The Southern York County School District is 
an equal opportunity educational institution 
and will not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, ancestry, sex, or disability 
in any of its activities, programs, employment 
policies or practices as required by Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1974, Title IX of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972, or Sections 503 
and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, or 
the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  Employ-
ees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or 
who need information about accommodations 
for persons with disabilities, should contact 
the office of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools, Southern York County School District, 
P.O. Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call 
(717) 235-4811.

publication
If you would like to receive a monthly electronic 
version of The Southern Way, please contact us 
at info@sycsd.org to be added to our distribu-
tion list.

website
www.sycsd.org

SHS Teacher 
Selected for MU 

Athletic Hall of  Fame
Susquehannock High 
School science teacher 
and alumni Jennie Bonitz 
has been selected for the 
Millersville University 
Athletic Hall of Fame.

Bonitz is one of only two 
four-time All-Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference East Division First Team selec-
tions in Marauder volleyball history.

The 2007 Millersville graduate was an of-
fensive and defensive playmaker, setting the 
Millersville career record for digs and hold-
ing it for a decade.  She finished her career 
ranked second in career kills with 1,208.
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Class: Instructor/s: Description: Location/Dates/Time: Cost:

NEW!
Introduction to 
Presentations 
(PowerPoint and Web 
Tools)

Kellin McCullough

3 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Participants will learn the basics 
of Microsoft PowerPoint. The 
class will explore the variety of 
uses for presentation software.

Susquehannock High School 
Room 102/Mondays/
March 13 - 27, 2017/
6:15 - 8:15 p.m.

Resident: $24
Non-resident: $28
Senior Resident: $12
Senior non-resident: $16

Over 30 Basketball Jack Stoneberg

8 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Players over 30 will play full-court 
“pickup” basketball games.  Par-
ticipants should know basketball 
rules and be able to compete 
with a minimum of an average 
skill level.  Bring a light and a dark 
t-shirt and wear sneakers to play.

Shrewsbury Elementary 
School Gym/Thursdays/
March 9 - April 27, 
2017/8:00-10:00 p.m.

YMCA Member: $33
Non-Y Member: $65

NEW!
Evolutionary Psychology: 
A Brief Introduction

David Crough

3 sessions, 1.5 
hours each

Evolutionary psychology is the 
latest scientific approach to 
explain how the human mind 
works.

Susquehannock High School 
Room 103/Thursdays/March 
16 - 30, 2017/7:00-8:30 p.m.

Resident: $18
Non-resident: $22
Senior Resident: $9
Senior non-resident: $13

Introduction to 
Digital Photography

David Crough

6 sessions, 2 hours 
each

$5 fee for materials

Participants will learn about cam-
era controls and their effects on 
the image as well as the use of 
qualities to make images inter-
esting and attractive to the eye.  
Bring your digital camera and 
manual (if available) to class. 

Susquehannock High School 
Room 103/Tuesdays/March 
14 - April 18, 2017/7:00-9:00 
p.m.

Resident: $50
Non-resident: $54
Senior Resident: $25
Senior non-resident: $29

Introduction to 
Computers

Walt Cerkan

4 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Participants will learn basic com-
puter operational skills. 

Southern Elementary 
School Computer Lab/Tues-
days/March 14 - April 4, 
2017/6:15-8:15 p.m.

Resident: $32
Non-resident: $36
Senior Resident: $16
Senior non-resident: $20

Basic Microsoft Word 
and Excel

Walt Cerkan

6 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Participants will learn basic to 
intermediate Microsoft Word 
and Excel skills. 

Southern Elementary School 
Computer Lab/Thurs-
days/March 16 - April 27, 
2017/6:15-8:15 p.m. (no 
class April 13)

Resident: $50
Non-resident: $54
Senior Resident: $25
Senior non-resident: $29

Creative Writing Cara Achterberg

6 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Participants will explore writing 
from many angles and learn the 
basics of fiction and creative non-
fiction writing. Hands-on class 
with writing at every session.  

Susquehannock High School 
Room 103/Tuesdays/March 
14 - April 18, 2017/6:00-8:00 
p.m.

Resident: $65
Non-resident: $69
Senior Resident: $33
Senior non-resident: $37

Small Engine Repair Henry Hartman

8 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Students will learn the basic prin-
ciples of 2-stroke and 4-stroke 
cycle engines, carbureation, 
fuel systems, governors, ignition 
systems, general maintenance, 
overhauls , and valve jobs. Equal 
time in classroom and hands-on. 

Susquehannock High School 
Rooms 014 & 022/Mon-
days/March 20 - May 22, 
2017/7:00-9:00 p.m.
(no class on April 3 or May 1)

Resident: $70
Non-resident: $74
Senior Resident: $35
Senior non-resident: $39

Basic Spanish Tracy Noll

6 sessions, 2 hours 
each

No previous experience in Span-
ish is required. Students will 
spend the last two classes for-
mulating simple sentences. 

Susquehannock High School 
Room 100/Tuesdays/March 
14 - April 18, 2017/6:00-8:00 
p.m.

Resident: $50
Non-resident: $54
Senior Resident: $25
Senior non-resident: $29

Basic Folk Guitar Jessica Buck

8 sessions, 1 hour 
each

No prior music training required. 
You will learn chords and finger 
picking on acoustic guitar. Bring 
a playable non-electric guitar and 
a 3-ring notebook.

Southern Middle School 
Orchestra/Thursdays/March 
16 - May 4, 2017/7:30-8:30 
p.m.

Resident: $32
Non-resident: $36
Senior Resident: $16
Senior non-resident: $20

Spring 2017 Adult Education Program
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Class: Description: Location/Dates/Time: Cost:

NEW!
X-Bike (Mountain Biking - In-
doors!)

Outdoor attitude brought indoors. 
Join the ride!

10 weeks (price is for attendance 
to one class per week)

YMCA/Tuesdays: 3/14 
-5/16/2017, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

YMCA/Thursdays: 3/16 
-5/18/2017, 6:00-7:00 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

NEW!
Cardio Barre

We believe that everyone is capa-
ble of rocking our classes: no dance 
experience required!  As long as 
you can hold a ballet barre, you 
can do this class.

10 weeks (price is for attendance 
to one class per week)

YMCA/Mondays: 3/13 
-5/15/2017, 6:15-7:15 p.m.

YMCA/Thursdays: 3/16 
-5/18/2017, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

BodyCombat Martial arts-based group fitness 
class.

10 weeks (price is for attendance 
to one class per week)

YMCA/Mondays: 3/13 - 5/15/17, 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays: 3/15 - 5/17/2017, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Fridays: 3/17 - 5/19/2017, 
6:00-7:00 p.m. 

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

Yoga Participants need to bring a yoga 
mat, two yoga blocks, and one 
yoga strap to class. 10 weeks.

YMCA/Mondays: 3/13 - 
5/15/2017, 5:00-6:00 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

Hula Hoop Fitness An energizing, fat-burning cardio 
and muscle sculpting hoop dance 
workout. 10 weeks.

YMCA/Tuesdays: 3/14 - 
5/16/2017, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

Cize A cardiovascular conditioning, 
core strengthening, and muscle 
toning workout. 10 weeks.

YMCA/Tuesdays: 3/14 - 
5/16/2017, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

Yoga/Pilates Mix A combination of strength, flex-
ibility, balance, and stamina with 
foucs on spinal stability and core 
work. 10 weeks.

YMCA/Wednesdays: 3/15 - 
5/17/2017, 7:30-8:30 p.m.

YMCA member: FREE
Non-member: $50

Spring 2017 Adult Education Program

Class: Instructor/s: Description: Location/Dates/Time: Cost:
Painting Club Carol Hartman

6 sessions, 2 hours 
each

Participants will paint in their 
preferred medium. Suitable for 
beginners as well as experienced 
painters.  Class includes one-
on-one instructor feedback and 
group discussion in a positive 
environment.

Southern Middle School Art 
Room/Wednesdays/March 
15 - April 26, 2017/7:00-9:00 
p.m.
(no class on April 12)

Resident: $60
Non-resident: $64
Senior Resident: $30
Senior non-resident: $34

Spring 2017 Wellness Classes
All classes take place at the Southern Branch YMCA and are taught by certified instructors.

     Registration form for all classes on following page
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Name _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________

Home Phone ______________________________ Work Phone _____________________________

YMCA Member?  ____Yes____No  (For Exercise Classes)

Southern York Co. School District Resident?

 ____Yes____No

Senior Citizen (62 years or older)?    ____Yes____No

Fee Enclosed $___________Course Name/No. ______________________________________________________________

2nd Course Choice_____________________________________________________________________________________

I fully understand the risks involved in participating in any strenuous activity and I absolve the Southern York County School District from all liability 
for any personal injury incurred through my participation in any Southern York County School District sponsored Adult Education program.

Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Southern Elementary School Students Collect for Food Pantry

Above from left, SES students Molly Kloster, Jack 
Enslen, Abigail Retzlaff, Tyler Fischer, and Brook-
lyn Holloway. 

The Southern Elementary School student 
advisory committee demonstrated the 
meaning of paying it forward this holiday 
season by collecting 2,889 canned goods 
and food items for the Southern York 
County Food Pantry.

The Southern Elementary School student 
advisory committee is a student-run or-
ganization with representation from kin-
dergarten through grade six.  “Students 
on the committee brainstorm, create, 
and run programs to help the school and 

local communities,” said Ashely Gonza-
lez, one of the committee advisors.  “They 
wanted to jump start the food drive as 
their own student-run program this year,” 
Gonzalez said.

Southern Elementary School students, 
families, and staff donated items for the 
food drive.  Amy Pituch’s first grade class 
collected the most in donations totaling 
430 items. The food donations were dis-
tributed to the Southern York Food Pan-
try.

Spring 2017 Adult Education Registration Form
Please make checks payable to “Southern York County School District” and mail to:

Southern York County School District 
Office of  Community Relations 

P.O. Box 128 
Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128
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SHS Student Completes PeoplesBank Apprenticeship
Susqhehannock High School senior Chase Summers recently completed a 2-year Student Banker Apprenticeship 
with PeoplesBank. 

PeoplesBank selects seven students to participate in their Student Banker Apprenticeship.  During the program, 
students are assigned to select a new bank site.  They plan everything from site selection and customer relations 
to asset management, security, and marketing.  Summers’ focus was finance.  “Chase worked with professionals 
in the industry to create financial projections for the new bank’s success,” said Kellin McCullough, Susquehan-
nock High School business education teacher.  “Chase stood out in his abilities to showcase his knowledge in a 
professional manner.  I am extremely proud of him!” McCullough said.

McCullough thanked Summers’ parents, teachers, and the Susquehannock administration for allowing Chase to 
participate in the apprenticeship and for supporting him throughout the duration of the program.

Steven Miller, Peoples-
Bank Chief Credit Of-
ficer and Summers’ 
mentor, and Summers.


